Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Daniel Sidor

	Subject: US History, Civics Economics

	Grade Level:  Grade 10/11

	Class Time Required: 50 to 75 min

	Lesson Title: Comparing Constitutions: Similarities and Differences of the United States Constitution and Confederate Constitution 


Essential Question:
	How different is the United States Constitution to the Confederate Constitution?
What are some of the similarities of the two constitutions?
How is the issue of “State Rights” represented in both Constitutions?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will be divided in groups.  Each group will receive an electronic version of the United States Constitution and Confederate Constitution.  Groups will compare and contrast different aspects of both constitutions.   First students will create a vein diagram to illustrate what they find to be different and or the same.  Then students will look at the difference between state and federal government between both constitutions.  They will have to explain how the federal and state government works with support by specific articles within both constitutions.  They will fill out a constitution analysis sheet to help them with this.  Students will then share results in classroom discussion followed by an exit ticket.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Competency Goal 3: Crisis, Civil War and Reconstruction (1848-1877) - The learner will analyze the issues that led to the Civil War, the effects of the war, and the impact of Reconstruction on the nation.
Competency Goal 2: The learner will analyze how the government established by the United States Constitution embodies the purposes, values, and principles of American Democracy.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
· Students will be able to understand the difference between strong Federal government and strong State government
· Students understand the concept of “State Rights” 
· Students will be able to compare and contrast both the United States Constitution and Confederate Constitution



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
US Constitution
Confederate Constitution
Secondary Sources:


	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Put students into groups of 4.  Each group will be given a copy of the United States Constitution and Confederate Constitution.  Have each group compare the two while writing down any similarities and/or difference in a vein diagram. 

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher goes over the concepts of Strong State and Strong Federal government.  Teacher will also go over the concept of “state rights” in its use in the Civil War.  Use classroom discussion and chalkboard to paint a good picture for the students what “state rights” are.   

	Guided Practice  
Have groups then look through both constitutions filling out the Constitution analysis sheet.  The analysis sheet will ask students to describe the role of Federal government and list specific articles as evidence.  The analysis will then do the same for state government.  Students then will share and discuss their findings to the class.  

	Independent Practice/ Closure
Students will write an exit ticket answering the following question in a paragraph:  How did the Federal government differ in power between the Union and the Confederate governments?


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Through Class discussion, grading their Constitutional Analysis Sheet, and reading their exit ticket. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source:
Attachments:
Constitutional Analysis Sheet
United States Constitution
Confederate Constitution
