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Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Allison Altvater

	Subject: U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11th & 12th 

	Class Time Required:      30 minutes 

	Lesson Title:  Emancipation – Inquiry of A Turning Point


Essential Question:

	· How did the Emancipation Proclamation come to be a significant social and political turning point of the war?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	· After gaining prior knowledge about the Emancipation Proclamation, students will be divided into three groups. One group will “translate” the Emancipation Proclamation for the class into modern terms and recite it to the class. One group will translate the celebration OF emancipation in the heart of the Confederacy and retell it to the class. The final group will analyze the Harper’s Weekly Emancipation Cartoon and describe it for the class. All groups will be responsible for coming up with three important effects of Emancipation (these can be positive or negative) as part of their presentations.  The teacher will use these ideas for class discussion.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

Competency Goal 3 Crisis, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1848-1877) - The learner will analyze the issues that led to the Civil War, the effects of the war, and the impact of Reconstruction on the nation.   

3.03 Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:

· Charlotte Forten: The Celebration of Emancipation in the Heart of the Confederacy (Jan. I, 1863)

· Abraham Lincoln: Emancipation Proclamation (Sept. 22, 1862)
· Emancipation Proclamation Cartoon, Harpers Weekly, Dec. 20, 1862. (http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1862/december/emancipation-proclamation-cartoon.htm)

Secondary Sources:

	Technology:

· 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
· The teacher will ask the question, “The Emancipation Proclamation is considered a turning point of the Civil War and a significant one in our nations history. Why? What immediate and long term effects did it have on the nation and its people?”



	Teacher led instruction
· Teacher will give directions for the activity. Due to the nature of this activity as inquiry-based, the teacher does not need to give much content based instruction.



	Guided Practice  
· Students will be given directions on analyzing primary sources as needed. Who wrote it? When was it created? Did the creator have bias? What is the significance of the document within its time frame? Etc..



	Independent Practice
· Students will be divided into three groups. Each group will be given one primary document.

· Two groups will translate their written documents and one group will analyze their cartoon.

· Students will brainstorm three ways in which emancipation immediately or gradually affected America, it’s people and its history.

· Each group will present their translation/analysis and their ideas on the effects of emancipation



	Closure
Teacher will use the students’ ideas to lead a discussion on how Emancipation is considered a turning point in the war. 




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

· Students will be informally assessed based on their analysis of their source and their responses during discussion.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

