Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniella Stamm

	Subject: U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: The Civil War: Secession


Essential Question:

	Should the Northern States have let the Southern States Secede from the Union?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Student will examine the immediate causes of the Civil War. They will then look at what option the North had…Should they let the southern states secede from the union or not? Students will then be presented with different viewpoints and read some primary documents. Students will then create a cartoon in which two characters will debate the question.
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	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

3.01 Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the Civil War.
3.02 Analyze and assess the causes of the Civil War.


	Teacher Designed Objectives:

1. Students will be able to understand the reasons behind the decisions made by the Union to engage in the Civil War and what they believed they needed to do in order to keep the Union together.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Editorial Atlas and Argus by Calvert Comstock and William Cassidy, William Lloyd Garrison citation by Wendell Phillips Garrison. Editorial “Right to Secede” by Horace Greeley, Editorials from Indianapolis Daily and Peoria Daily, Letter by John Sherman “Secession Means War”

Primary sources are located in: William Dudley (ed.), The Civil War: Opposing Viewpoints (American History Series; Greenhaven Press, 1994), 105-115. 
Secondary Sources:



	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)- Have students make a short list that includes the pros and cons of moving out of their parents house at the age of 15.


	Teacher led instruction- Students will learn about The rise of Lincoln and the elections of 1860 and its significance. Teacher will provide notes for the students and the students will learn about secession and whether the North should or should not stop secession.

	Guided Practice - Have students define secession on a separate piece of paper. Then divide them into small groups of 3 and have them discuss the pros and cons of secession. Gather them together after 5 minutes to hold a brief class discussion on what conclusions they have drawn. Then explain to them they will read different opinions on what the North should do regarding secession.


	Independent Practice- Have students read the handout about secession.  The handouts are grouped into 2 opposing viewpoints. Point A: Northern states should let the southern states secede and the Northern states should not let the southern states secede. After they have read the primary documents hold a brief class discussion about what conclusions they have drawn based upon their readings, what were the different arguments made regarding secession and was there a side that was right and a side that was wrong?


	Closure – Restate the essential question. Then have students write a response to the essential question for homework. Make sure they develop their own response based on what they have learned and read about.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

1. Ask various questions to check students’ understanding of the topic throughout the lesson

2. Have students create a list of pros and cons of secession

3. Have students define secession

4. Have class discussion in which you can evaluate the students’ understanding of the document

5. Have students write a response to the essential question.

Assessment of the Lesson:

1. How well did the class discussions go

2. How well did students understand the material based on your informal assessments throughout the lecture

3. What type of responses did you get from your students when they answered the essential question?
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