Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Keith Walter

	Subject: US History or Civics/Economics

	Grade Level: 10-12

	Class Time Required: 40 minutes

	Lesson Title: Civil War Amendments


Essential Question:
	What lasting political and civil changes were brought about during the Reconstruction period?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will examine the “Civil War” amendments (13th, 14th and 15th) and what specific changes each brought about to the United States Constitution and the civil liberties of Americans.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Civics and Economics SCOS:
2.06 Analyze court cases that demonstrate how the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights protect the rights of individuals
2.04 Describe how the United States Constitution may be changed and analyze the impact of specific changes.
US History SCOS:
3.04 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the nation and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
…Identify the “Civil War Amendments”.
…Understand the impact of the amendments on African-Americans and the nation.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
US Constitution, including the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments.
Secondary Sources: N/A


	Technology: N/A


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Pair students and have them develop ideas about what to do with the four million enslaved at the end of the American Civil War. Discuss.

	Teacher led instruction
Distribute analysis sheet. Have a student read aloud the 13th amendment then allow the students to respond to the focus question. Discuss. Follow this pattern for each of the other clauses of the 14th and 15th amendments. As students work through the reading, have them highlight and underline, especially difficult vocabulary and key phrases. 

	Guided Practice  

	Possible extension activity:
 Have students find land mark Supreme Court decisions that utilize the 14th amendment in the legal argument. To differentiate, a list of decisions covered by the SCOS could be offered to help students focus their search.

	Closure
After working through the analysis sheet, have students write a paragraph(s) about how effective they think the Civil War amendments were in protecting African American rights, citing specific examples. Discuss


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Input from paired activity. 
Completion of the focus questions. 
Participation in discussing the meaning of the amendments or reading aloud. 
Written paragraph(s) about the impact of the amendments.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Students had a very difficult time with the wording, so working through each clause and breaking it down with them and having them underline and write in the margins about specific phrases helped them to understand what the amendment was about. Baby steps and scaffolding by teacher went a long way with assisting student understanding, especially connecting the aftermath of the Civil War and the condition of many freedman in  connecting why these additions to the Constitution were necessary,
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source:
Attachments: Civil War Amendments analysis worksheet. 
Civil War Amendments
Amendment XIII (Ratified December 6, 1865)
1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.
2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
How does this amendment change our country? ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amendment XIV (Ratified July 9, 1868)
Section 1
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
Who are US citizens? ___________________________________________________________________
Why was that included in the amendment’s wording? __________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What does the second sentence of this section guarantee US citizens? _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Section 2
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.
Who is allowed to vote for federal officials? _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Section 3
No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.
Who is denied the right to participate in the national government? ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you think this section was included in the amendment? _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Section 4
The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave. But all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.
What is the purpose of this section? ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Section 5
The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.
Amendment XV (Ratified February 3, 1870)
Section 1
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.
Who has the right to vote? _______________________________________________________________
What groups are denied the right to vote?____________________________________________________
Section 2
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
