Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: US History 

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required: 75 min 

	Lesson Title: The True Meaning of the Emancipation Proclamation


Essential Question:
	What does the Emancipation Proclamation say?  What is the meaning of this document and why was written at the time it was? Did the Proclamation actually free the slaves? 



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will begin with a KWL dealing with the Emancipation Proclamation to asses what they know, what they Want to know, and then what they learned.  Students will then be reminded about previous lessons on the Civil War to refresh them on what was going on in the North and South leading up to the Proclamation. Teachers will do this with the aid of pictures of the civil war displayed on the overhead to help place students in the time era. Students will then receive a copy of the proclamation.  They will read It individually and make their own interpretations on the document.  Students will then underline within the document the evidence that will support their interpretation.  Students will then read a professional interpretation and highlight in the emancipation Proclamation supporting evidence for the professional interpretation.  The student will then compare and contrast the differences between their interpretations and the professional interpretation and write a reflection of their findings.  Students will also be assigned homework.  This assignment will ask students to write a short reflection of why this document was written when it was and also to finish their KWL.
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	At the end of this lesson students will be able to analyze the effects of the war and the impact of Reconstruction on the nation Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Emancipation Proclamation 
Secondary Sources: U.S. National Archives interpretations of the Emancipation Proclamation and KWL 


	Technology: projector, computer, internet  


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)  
KWL with the emancipation proclamation 


	Teacher led instruction 
The teacher will reiterate the beginnings of the civil war and set the stage for the Emancipation Proclamation.  Teachers will project images of the Civil War to help students get into the mind frame of the era. 

	Guided Practice  
The teacher will be walking from student to student making sure students are able to read and comprehend the document.

	Independent Practice
Students will read the Emancipation Proclamation then make their own interpretation of what it means.  Once they have their own interpretation, they will underline evidence to support their ideas. They will then read an interpretation of the Proclamation and highlight the passages in the Proclamation that the interpretation is referring to.

	Closure
Students will compare how their interpretations matched up with the professional interpretation and write a reflection about how they compared and contrasted. They will then write a reflection as a homework assignment dealing with why President Abraham Lincoln would write the Emancipation Proclamation when he did. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
The teacher will be able to assess the student’s progress by looking at the students interpretations and seeing how they compared and contrasted it from the interpretation handout. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
The teacher can reflect on the student’s original interpretations as well as their compare and contrast reflection paper.  Teachers can also look at the highlighted passages to see if the student made the connection from the interpretation handout to the Emancipation Proclamation 
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide… 
Web address: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/print_friendly.html?page=transcript_content.html&title=Emancipation_Proclamation
Author and Title: Abraham Lincoln, “The Emancipation Proclamation”
Brief synopsis of the source: transcript of the emancipation Proclamation 
Attachments:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide… 
Web address: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/print_friendly.html?page=index_content.html&title=Emancipation_Proclamation
Author and Title: The Emancipation Proclamation 
Brief synopsis of the source:  U.S. National Archives interpretation of the Emancipation Proclamation 
Attachments: http:  
