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Account of the
 
Battle of Gettysburg
 

Randolph l\llcI(im 

FrOJII July 1 to luly 3,] 63, Unioll illld Confederate lroops fl1l1gltllletir Ille ~//Iall
 

lown of Geflysbu rg. Pellllsyh'llllia After UII ion Iroop~ mined (0111 rtll of tlh? !l ills
 
surruundillg tilt.' to-III, tilL' COl~fedcrate troop' commallded by Robert E. Lee launclwd
 
a lI~ky Iltt Ick 011 tile strollgest Unioll positioll. Wilen tltl' llttackjiliJed, the
 
Confederate troops were forced t rdre,ll al a rl'l/l cosl of lives. III! bailie, the irst
 
ill which Iroops CUIIIII/{/Ilcied /ly Lee n ere de fnlcd, //larked (lluming point in
 

the war. JII II diary ell try, COl~federate soldier Ralldolpll McKiJn des ribt'd tile filtnl
 
day 0 tilt' battle.
 



hen came GeneraJ E,vell's order to assume the offensive and 
"ssail the crest of Culp's Hill. on our right. .. , The works to be 
_.lOrmed ran almost at light angles to those we occupied. 
r. there was a double Line of entrenchments. one above the other. 
b filled v'lith troops. In moving to the aLlack we were exposed to 

...g fire1 from tJte woods on our left flank, besides the double line 
hich we had to face in front, and a battely of artillelY posted on 
our left rear opened upon us at short range.... 
wept the gallant little brigade. the Third North Carolina on the 
he line, next the Second Maryland, then the three Vil-ginia 

--"cs (lOth. 23d. and 37th). with the Pirst North CarolilJa on the 
left. Its ranks had been sadly thinned, and its energies greatly 
by those sL\: fearful hours of battle that morning: but its nerve 

. it were uncliminished. Soon, however, the left and center \~-('re 

~.: -rl and tlJen repulsed. probably by the severe flank fire from the 
d the small remnant of the Third North Carolina. With the 

~~r Second Maryland {1 do not recall the banners of any other 
~~-'rl. were far in advance of the rest of Lhe line. On they pressed to 

bout	 twenty or thirty paces of the works-a small but gallant 
eroes daring to attempt what could not be done by Oesh and 

end soon came. We were beaten back to the line from which we 
ced with terrible loss. and in much confusion. but the enemy 

ake a countercharge. By the strenuous efforts of the officers 
e and of the staff. order was restored. and we re-formed in the 

breastworks2 from which we had emerged, there 
to be again exposed to an artillelY fire exceeding 
in Violence that of the early morning, It 
remains only to say that. like Pickett's men 3 

later in the day, this single brigade \,"'(1S hurJed 
unsupported against Lhe enemy's works. 
Daniel's brigade remained in the breastworks 
dUling and after the charge, and neither from 
that command nOI" from any other had we any 
support. Of course it is to be presumed thal 
General Daniel acted in obedience to orders. 
We remained in this breastwork after the 
charge about an hour before we finaJly 
abandoned tJ1e Federal entrenchments and 
retired to the foot of the hill. 

Reading Strategy 
Distinguishing Fact 
From Opinion What 
is Randolph McKim 
describing in the 
sentence beginning 
"On they pressed"? 
Is he stating the facts or 
giving his opinion? 

Critical Viewing 
The battlefield of 
Gettysburg, shown here, 
draws visitors to this day. 
Which details of this 
picture memorialize the 
war? [Interpret] 

1.	 enfilading (en' fa lad il)) fire gunfire directed along the 
length of a column or line of troops. 

2.	 breastworks low walls put up quickly as a defense in 
battle. Reading Check 

3.	 Pickett's men General George Pickett was a 
Confederate officer who led the unsuccessful attack What happens at the end 
on the Union position of the battle? 
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