Teaching American History 
	Author:  Daniel Sidor 

	Subject:  US History

	Grade Level:  Grade 10 or 11 

	Class Time Required:  90 min

	Lesson Title:  Creating a timeline using primary resources


Essential Question:
	How much did the battle they participated in affect a Civil War soldier’s experience?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	The teacher will review the anaconda plan with students.  Students will then be divided into 8 groups.  Each group will read a different letter/journal written by people’s experiences during a Civil War battle (some of the articles are long so I gave student a section out of the full article).  The groups will discuss their reading and fill out a written document analysis worksheet on their reading.  Then each student will research the battle that their letter takes place.  Students will be responsible for filling out a battle analysis worksheet on that particular battle. Students will put the information from their battle analysis sheet on poster board so other groups will be able to gather their information.   After each group has finished their analysis poster the class will create a timeline posting their posters in front of the classroom.  Students then will take down information from each poster on their battle sheet.  Then each student will then have to answer two questions about using their battle sheet.  Question 1:  Which battles were important turning points during the war and why?   Question 2:  Which battles are evidences of the North’s anaconda plan please explain?   Students will be required to write at one to two paragraphs for each question.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Competency Goal 3:  Crisis, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1848-1877) - The learner will analyze the issues that led to the Civil War, the effects of the war, and the impact of Reconstruction on the nation.
· Objective 3.03:  Identify political and military turning points of the Civil War and assess their significance to the outcome of the conflict.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
· Students will be able to make connections on people’s reactions to events of the Civil War
· Students will be able to make an accurate account of important battles of the Civil War.
· Students will be able to point out the different turning points of the Civil War.
· Students will have an understanding of life on and off the battlefield through primary resources
· Students will be able to use primary resources to find information about specific battles of the Civil War


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
· Fr. Sumter (see pdf sumter p. 554 – 555 or lit book)
· Gettysburg (see pdf Gettysburg p. 556 – 557 or Lit Book)
· Bull Run (see pdf Bull Run p. 558 Lit Book)
· Vicksburg (see pdf CookBall Letters Vicks p. 258 - 260)
· Sherman’s March (see pdf Indiana doctor Sherm p. 416 – 422)
· Antietam (see pdf Allen Letters Ant p. 355 – 356)
· Shiloh (see Shiloh Lennard p. 25 – 35)
· Columbia, SC (see pdf Reminiscences Burning)
Secondary Sources:
· US History Textbook
· Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience, Pearson Education Inc, 2007
Materials:
· Written document analysis worksheet
· Battle analysis worksheet
· Battle Sheet
· Poster board
· Markers

	Technology: Computer, internet, textbook,


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Review the anaconda plan with students.

	Teacher led instruction
· Teacher’s main job is to give directions and make sure students are on task.
· Directions
· Divide class into eight different groups
· Give each group a resource and make sure students know what pages they are responsible for (page numbers are marked on the pdf file).
· Pass out one written document analysis worksheet to each group.
· When groups are done with the written analysis worksheet, check and see if it was done right and if correct give the group the battle analysis sheet and poster board and markers
· Students are to fill out their battle analysis sheet on poster board.  Let groups use their primary resource, internet, textbooks, and other resources to fill out their battle analysis sheet.
· When all groups are finished then arrange the posters in order in front of the classroom
· Have students then fill out their battle sheets based on the information provided by other groups battle analysis posters
· Then have student write one to two paragraphs for each of the following questions:  Question 1:  Which battles were important turning points during the war and why?   Question 2:  Which battles are evidences of the North’s anaconda plan please explain?           

	Guided Practice  
Each group member will read their article.  Then after all group members have finished reading, they will they discuss within their group what they read.  As a group, they will have to fill out the written document analysis worksheet.  Then the group will make a poster answering the questions of their battle analysis sheet.    

	Independent Practice
Students then fill out their battle sheets based on the information provided by other groups’ battle analysis posters.  Then have student write one to two paragraphs for each of the following questions:  Question 1:  Which battles were important turning points during the war and why?   Question 2:  Which battles are evidences of the North’s anaconda plan please explain?           

	Closure
After collecting the students’ paragraphs have a classroom discussion on the two questions that they were to answer.  Question 1:  Which battles were important turning points during the war and why?   Question 2:  Which battles are evidences of the North’s anaconda plan please explain?           


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
· Teacher will check progress by:
· Checking the written document analysis sheet
· Checking the correctness of the battle analysis sheet
· Collecting paragraphs and reading to see if students understand the lesson
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
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Voices from the Past:  Civil War solders letters dairies
Indiana Magazine of History
Published by Indiana University Department of History
· Great source for letters and journals from soldiers who served in the Civil War.  Each article has a abstract that goes with it that can tell the researcher which battles are being discussed in the letter and who the person was who wrote the letter.  All letters and journals are translated and also give side information.   Real good site.
Attachments:
