Name _______________________________________________  Date _________________
ANALYSIS WORKSHEET:  “O Captain!  My Captain!”
Background:  Walt Whiteman was born on 1819 on Long Island, NY.   His life’s work,  Leaves of Grass, made him one of the first American poets to be famous worldwide.  Whitman spent most of his young life in Brooklyn, working as a printer and newspaper journalist through the 1850s.  During the Civil War, Whitman moved to Washington, DC where he served as a civil servant and volunteer nurse publishing poetry collections Drum Taps and Sequel to Drum Taps in 1865.  In 1873 he was paralyzed after a stroke and moved to Camden, NJ.  By the time of his death he was an international literary celebrity, and he is considered one of the most influential poets in American literature.
DIRECTIONS:
1.  What are each of these words referring to in the poem?

line 1:  Captain ____________________________________________________

line 1:  trip  _______________________________________________________

line 2:  ship _______________________________________________________

line 2:  prize ______________________________________________________

line 3:  the port ___________________________________________________

line 19:  the ship is anchor’d safe and sound ____________________________
  


______________________________________________________

line 20:  object won ________________________________________________
2.  Circle the two lines in the poem that suggest that the Whitman does not want to believe 
      that Lincoln is dead.
3.  What words did the poet use to describe Lincoln? ________________________________
      __________________________________________________________________________
4.  Why did he choose those words? ______________________________________________
      __________________________________________________________________________
5.  What do the ship and its voyage symbolize? _____________________________________
      __________________________________________________________________________
6.  Why is the use of a ship in the poem a meaningful comparison with events of the time?
      __________________________________________________________________________
      __________________________________________________________________________
      __________________________________________________________________________
