Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Margaret Arrowood     “Martie”

	Subject:    NC History / US History

	Grade Level:    8

	Class Time Required:   1 Class Period;      1 Week for Independent Practice   

	Lesson Title:   Analysis  “O Captain!  My Captain!


Essential Question:
	
Why does Walt Whitman use the symbol of a ship to describe Abraham Lincoln?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	A cross-curricular lesson to show how poetry is used to describe a person in history.  Students will use their knowledge of poetry and how to analyze the genre to explain what Walt Whitman’s poem “O Captain!
My Captain!” means and how it relates to the atmosphere of the time period.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
Social Studies:  4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at state and national levels during the
                                     Civil War and Reconstruction
Communication Skills:    2.01 Analyze and evaluate informational materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed by
 


         drawing inferences and/or conclusions, generating questions, extending ideas.



5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive
                                  
        literacy program by analyzing and evaluating themes and central ideas in literature and
                                          
        other texts in relation to personal and societal issues.


  
5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres (fictions, nonfiction, drama, and poetry)



         through evaluating what impact literary elements have on the meaning of the text.
                  
            
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

Analyze a poetry in a historical manner.  The students will be able to use prior historical information to
analyze poetry to explain author’s point of view/reason for writing.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:   Poem:   “O Captain!  My Captain!”   by Walt Whitman
Secondary Sources:   Analysis worksheet

	Technology:  None


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity):     Students will brainstorm what makes them unique, important events in their life and things people recognized about them and write the list on a piece of paper.  Next students will write beside each statement another word, phrase or thing that represents the original characteristics.        (10 minutes)

	Teacher led instruction:   
1.  Discuss some of the things students associated with their original statements and discuss how these 
     metaphors, similes, analogies can make their story unique, different and readable.
2.  Discuss poetry and why it is written.  Ask students if they write poetry and why.    Desired outcome:  
     Students understand that poetry is a way to write about people and events in a unique way.

	Guided Practice  . 
1.   Discuss Abraham Lincoln and what facts they recall.  Then ask how students think citizens felt about him
      as a person and leader during and after the Civil War.   
2.  Pass out poem, “Oh Captain!  My Captain!”  and analysis worksheet.   Students complete worksheet as
      they read the poem to be prepared to discuss poem’s meaning and intent.

	Independent Practice
 Long term assignment  -  Students to choose one of the people that were studied during Reconstruction, research role in Reconstruction and write a poem using similes, metaphors, symbolism and/or irony to express the person’s impact on the period.    (1 week)

	Closure
Review the main ideas of the poem, how it was written and why Walt Whitman used the symbolism of the ship to describe Lincoln.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1.  “Across the Room”  participation grade…..when analyzing the poem and discussion the analysis questions
   
go around the room allowing students to answer for a class participation grade.
2.  Grade the Independent Practice poem based on content and use of literary stance.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:  www

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2".

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"helium

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2".

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"items

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"/213457-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"literary

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"analysis

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"o

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"captain

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"my

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"captain

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"by

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"walt

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"whitman

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"?

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"page

HYPERLINK "http://www.helium.com/items/213457-literary-analysis-o-captain-my-captain-by-walt-whitman?page=2"=2
Author and Title:  Literary analysis:  O Captain, My Captain, by Walt Whitman  by Hoc Trahn
Brief synopsis of the source:   Biographic background on Walt Whitman and analysis of poem.
Web address:  www

HYPERLINK "http://www.studyguide.org/poetrytips".

HYPERLINK "http://www.studyguide.org/poetrytips"studyguide

HYPERLINK "http://www.studyguide.org/poetrytips".

HYPERLINK "http://www.studyguide.org/poetrytips"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.studyguide.org/poetrytips"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.studyguide.org/poetrytips"poetrytips
Author and Title:   Analyzing Poetry   (no author listed)  
Brief synopsis of the source:   Excerpts of Laurence Perrine’s book Literature:  Structure, Sound, and Sense.    Information
     about how to analyze a poem and what literary terms you would need to teach the topic.

Web address:   www

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry".

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"enotes

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry".

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"topics

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"how

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"analyze

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.enotes.com/topics/how-analyze-poetry"poetry
Author and Title:  “How to Analyze a Poem in 10 Easy Steps”  (no author listed)  
Brief synopsis of the source:   Simple steps to analyzing poetry to review information to feel more comfortable
      when covering the information.
Attachments:
1.  Poem:   “O Captain!  My Captain!”
2.   Analysis Worksheet
