Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:Lauren Eleuteri

	Subject: US and NC History

	Grade Level: 8

	Class Time Required: 1 90-minute block

	Lesson Title: In the Words of the Enslaved


Essential Question:
	What were the experiences of enslaved men and women in the American South around the time of the Civil War?  How did enslavement affect the State and the nation?  



Brief Description of Lesson:
	The class will examine a number of slave narratives that give a first hand account of the experiences of enslaved men and women at the time of the Civil War.  Students will complete a biography chart while reading their assigned slave narrative and will then write a biographical sketch about the enslaved man or women they studied.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
3.04 Describe the development of the institution of slavery in the State and nation, and assess its impact on the economic, social, and political conditions.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
 -Examine the experiences of enslaved men and women around the time of the Civil War 
 -Relate personal stories of slavery to the issue of slavery on a national scale
 -Read primary source documents 
 -Write a biographical sketch


	


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: A number of excepts from slave narratives found at  the Documenting the American South Project Website:  http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/
(Teachers will have to read through some of the narratives and create an abridged version by taking excerpts from the narrative text)
Some examples of narratives:
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/jonestom/jones.html
http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jones/jones.html
http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/ferebee/ferebee.html
http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jacobs/jacobs.html
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/bradford/bradford.html - p. 16 onward
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/fjones/jones.html
Secondary Sources:


	Technology: 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
List five adjectives (descriptive words) , five nouns (person/place/thing), and five verbs (actions) you associate with slavery.

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher will spur on students prior knowledge and analytical thinking by leading a short discussion about the status of slavery around the Civil War.
Possible questions for students:
Where did slavery exist in the United States and why?  
What do you think it was like to be an enslaved person?  What sort of work would you have done?  Would you have had a family?  What would have made you happy?  What would have been hard?  

	Guided Practice  
Tell students that we are going to find real answers to some of our discussion questions by reading primary source documents from enslaved persons.  This means that the class will read first hand accounts from enslaved persons about what it was like to be a slave in the American South.  Tell students it is their job to report to the rest of the class on who exactly these people were so we don't forget their experiences and how they shaped our nation as a whole.  Pair students up and give them their assigned slave narrative.  Teach students how to fill out the Biography Chart and then how to write their one-page biographical sketch on the assigned enslaved person.   Remind students that we often read and write biographies about famous people throughout history.  In this exercise however, we will learn about people who played an important role in history but as individuals gained little recognition.  This sort of “from the ground up” study of history is sometimes referred to as social history.

	Independent Practice
Students will alternate reading their slave narrative aloud with their partner.  Each pair should work together to complete the Biography Chart.  After the chart is completed, students will work on writing their biographical sketch independently and finishing for homework.

	Closure
Discuss with the class whether or not the adjectives, nouns and verbs they originally associated with slavery matched up wiith what they read in their slave narratives.  Also see if anything that came up during the class discussion was supported or not supported by what they read in the narratives.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Grade the biographical sketches based on the attached checklist and biography chart
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source:
Attachments:
 Biography Chart and Writer's Checklist
