Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required:  One week

	Lesson Title:  On the frontlines with the Yanks and Rebels of the American Civil War.


Essential Question:

	After careful analysis of battlefield scenes from the American Civil War what do you interpret life was like for the young men on the frontlines from either side?


Brief Description of Lesson:
Lesson Plan Objectives:


	State Competency Goals (# and description) 
4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war.
4.03 Assess North Carolina's role in the Civil War and analyze the social and economic impact of the war on the state.
4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…) Understand what war during the time of the American Civil War was actually like.  See the American Civil War from the prospective of many job assignments.  Present found information to classmates in the form of a classroom display. 


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Photographic and artistic renderings of Civil War battlefield scenes, personal accounts from generals, soldiers, and eyewitnesses to actual battles.

Secondary Sources: maps, charts, records from actual battles as they took place.



	Technology: internet, computers, printer, LCD projector, document camera.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students will form into groups of 5 students each.  Each group will be responsible for the creation and explanation of a classroom display based on battles from the American Civil War.

	Teacher led instruction: The teacher will present students with photographic images of key battles in the American Civil War.  The teacher may choose to use scenes from the Ken Burns PBS documentary; “The Civil War”.  see link below for purchasing information.

	Guided Practice: Each group should choose one of the major key battles that shaped the direction or outcome of the American Civil War.  Each student in the group should accept one of the following job assignments and complete the task assigned to the particular job. Geographer, Physician, Reporter, Statistician, Historian.

	Independent Practice:   Each member of the group should complete the task assigned to their particular job.

1. Geographer: Imagine that you have been assigned the task of creating a report for a general in your chosen battle.  You are to find out more about the geography of the area in which this battle is to take place.  Draw a map which shows the major towns, roads, bodies of water, hills, and valleys in the area.  Write a report to the general explaining details of your map that you feel could affect the outcome of the battle.  Be sure to also include your personal suggestions of how best to use the geography to your advantage to win the battle.
2. Physician: You have been told to prepare facts to be presented to a general for medical care for the soldiers during the American Civil War.  Include information about hospitals on or around your chosen battlefield.  Be sure to also look at the possibility of diseases during your battle including typhoid fever, malaria, and dysentery.  Be sure to include information about medical practices of the time period including tools of the trade and possible treatments.  You may want to use previous battles to support your opinions.
3. Reporter:  You have been chosen to report on the involvement of African Americans and women in the battles of the Civil War.  You may choose any information that you can support about the involvement of African Americans or women in your chosen battle.  This reported information can be about civilians, nurses, wives, freedmen, slaves, or soldiers.  You can present your information in the form of an interview diary.
4. Statistician: Your job is to research your chosen battle for information concerning the number involved in the fighting, the wounded, and the killed on both sides of the battle as well as any civilian losses.  You should look at the type of wounds suffered in your analysis of the casualties.  You are to prepare a casualty report for a general of your battle.  Be sure to include graphs and charts that easily display the information that you were able to gather.
5. Historian:  Your assignment is to use the information provided by your group to create a display in the classroom.  Be sure to include their work as well as photographs, paintings and other primary and secondary sources from your chosen battle.  Prepare a visitor’s guide which list and explains each item in your display and how it provides and understanding of life during your battle for those involved.
NOTE:  Each student should be sure to include resources for information that they gathered.



	Closure:  Students will visit each in-classroom display and ask questions of those involved with its creation.  Those who were part of the group should be ready to explain all aspects of their assigned job duties.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

The teacher should be able to get a clear understanding of the students comprehension based on the depth and accuracy of the information presented and the realistic nature of each completed task.  It would be wise for the teacher to create a grading rubric that works for his/her class with an understanding of required modifications.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources: 
1. List of major battles of the American Civil War:  http
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2. Original photographs from the American Civil War:  http
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3. Over 1,000 Civil War Images, Photographs and Cartes de Visites:  http
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4. National Archives pictures of the Civil War: http://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/photos/index.html
5. American Civil War Maps:  http

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"://

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"ehistory

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm".

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"osu

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm".

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"edu

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"/

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"uscw

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"/

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"library

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"/

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"maps

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"/

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"index

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm".

HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/maps/index.cfm"cfm
6. Library of Congress Civil War Maps:  http
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7. Medical Care during the American Civil War:  http://www.civilwarhome.com/civilwarmedicineintro.htm
Attachment:  
1. Ken Burns “The Civil War” PBS video:    http

HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/"://
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2. RubiStar is a free tool to help teachers create quality rubrics for project based learning:  http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
