A SOLDIER’S LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR
Many soldiers left the army long before their terms of service were over.  Many soldiers believe what Private O. Goddin related in his letter to Governor Zebulon Vance in February, 1863.


 
Please pardon the liberty which a poor soldier takes in 
   

thus addressing you as when he volunteered he left a wife with
  

 four children to fight for his country.


 

He cheerfully made sacrifices thinking that the Govr. 
 

Would protect his family, and keep them from starvation.  In 
 

this he has been disappointed for the Govr. Has made a distinction 
 

between the rich man (who had something to fight for) and the 
 

poor man who fights for what he will never have. 




Now  Govr. Do tell me how we poor soldiers who are 
 

fighting…..can support our families on $11 per month?  How can 
 

the poor live?  I dread to see summer as I am fearful there will be 
 

much suffering and probably many deaths from starvations.  
 

They are suffering now…




I am fearful we will have a revolution unless something is 
 

done as the majority of our soldiers are poor men with families 
 

who say they are tired of the rich man’s war & poor man’s fight…..



A man’ first duty is t provide for his own household, the 
 

soldiers wont be imposed on much longer.
From “Unwilling Hercules” by Paul Escott, pp 275-276.  The North Carolina Experience:  An Interpretive and Documentary History, Lindley S. Butler & Alan D. Watson, eds.
1.  How did Pvt. Goddin feel about the war in the beginning?  What evidence is found in the 
letter to support your view?
2.  What was his major concern at the time he wrote the letter?  What does he believe may 
happen if something is not done soon?
3.  What did Pvt Goddin say about his feelings for war in the letter?
4.  Do you believe Pvt Goddin is going to desert?   Why or Why not?
5.  What could be other reasons for deserting other than family problems?  

