Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Margaret Arrowood

	Subject:     NC History / US History

	Grade Level:     8

	Class Time Required:  1 Class Period  (90 minutes);  Independent Practice as Homework 

	Lesson Title:   “A Soldier’s Life”


Essential Question:
	Why were soldiers disillusioned about their part in the Civil War?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	A cross-curricular lesson to show how artifacts are used to analyze the conditions of a group of people.  Students will use their knowledge of analyzing primary source documents to determine why soldiers were deserting in large numbers.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
Social Studies:   4.03 Assess North Carolina's role in the Civil War and analyze the social and economic 


             impact of the war on the state.
Communication Skills:   2.01  Analyze and evaluate informational materials that are read, heard, and/or
 



viewed by drawing inferences and/or conclusions, generating questions,
 



extending ideas.



5.01  Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through meaningful and
 



comprehensive literacy program by analyzing and evaluating themes 




and central ideas in literature and other texts in relation to personal




and societal issues.



5.03  Study the characteristics of literary genres (fiction, nonfiction, drama and




poetry) through evaluating what impact literary elements have on the
 



meaning of the text.
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Analyze nonfiction in historical context.  The students will be able to use prior historical information to analyze the letter of a North Carolina soldier to the governor about his concerns with the status of the war, his family and the attitudes of other soldiers.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:   “A Soldier’s Letter To The Governor”
Secondary Sources:  “Analyzing a Primary Source Document”


	Technology:   None


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students create a bubble map: “ North Carolina Soldiers.”  The students are to list as many characteristics/facts they have studied concerning who a typical soldier was and what life was like, completing the bubble map. (10 minutes)  On the board students to complete a class bubble map.   (5 minutes)

	Teacher led instruction
1.  Using bubble map, the teacher is to lead a discussion to include conditions in the field, fears about the home when word of Sherman’s March reaches the battle front, conscription.  
2.  Review primary source documents….what they are, why they are important and how to analyze. 

	Guided Practice  
1.  Pass out reading:  “A Soldier’s Letter To The Governor” and read together as a class (10 minutes)
2.  Students to find their “elbow partner.”  Students to discuss and answer the reading questions  (30 minutes)  
3.  As a class discuss student’s impressions of the reading.  Have students explain the quote         “a rich man’s war & poor man’s fight….”

	Independent Practice
Students are to assume the role of the governor and answer the soldier’s letter trying to address all of the soldier’s concerns.  Students will be graded on how they address each of the soldier’s concerns in a logical manner based on the time period.

	Closure
Discuss the importance of primary source documents when studying a historical era to understanding how individuals were impacted emotionally as well as physically by the decisions made by governments.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
1.  Formative Assessment:   students responses to characteristics for bubble maps.  Allow 

students to come to board to complete bubble map or have students call out a 

fact. 
2.  Summative Assessment:   Grade the student’s letter as the governor checking to make sure the students addressed the concerns of the soldier as stated in the letter.  Read for the quality of the response and reasons given by “governor” for the actions he took.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:
For each source provide…
Web address:  http

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"archives

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"gov

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"education

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"lessons

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"worksheets

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/"/
Author and Title:  Document Analysis Worksheets
Brief synopsis of the source:   Master worksheets from the National Archives to use to analyze 





primary sources.
Attachments:
Worksheet:  Reading:  “A Soldier’s Letter to the Governor”
Reading:  How To Analyze a Primary Source
