Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Joe Newton

	Subject: 8th Grade Social Studies (could be adapted as an integrated/across the curriculum plan working with other departments).

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 2 days

	Lesson Title: Old Brunswick Town and Fort Anderson: Two eras of our local history.


Essential Question:

	Why is the area known as “Old Brunswick Town and Fort Anderson” important in our area’s history?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will be introduced to the role that Brunswick Town played in the colonial development of N.C. Also, transcending across to the next century, students will gain a perspective of the importance of Fort Anderson during the American Civil War. This will culminate in a field trip to this State Historic Site where students will be presented with reenactments and a guided walking tour of the area.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Competency Goal #1 The learner will analyze important geographic, political, economic, and social aspects of life in the region prior to the Revolutionary period.

Competency Goal #4 The learner will examine the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on N.C. and the nation.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Students will be able to understand the signinificance that both these areas, which are uniquely in the same spot, played in the history of southeastern N.C.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 
-Maps of colonial N.C. provided by the state are important in stressing the importance of this area to colonial  

  shipping.

-The State Historic Site we will visit. This alone is a wealth of information.

Secondary Sources:

Chris Fonvielle’s book “Fort Anderson: Battle for Wilmington “is great for maps and makes for a fun read.



	Technology: Computer Lab at school, classroom LCD projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
If possible, make arrangements with the Brunswick town/Fort Anderson Historic site. Let them know that you wish to develop a guided/hands on type tour for your students. With that said and set in place,

reserve the computer lab at your school for one day. Instruct the students that they will work together in pairs and let them form their small groups noting that they are going to research about their field trip the next day. Give each group a map of the lower Cape Fear River area making sure to include the website for the State Historic Site of Brunswick Town and Fort Anderson. Let students understand their assignment: They will visit the website, read the overview, etc., and formulate ten questions and answers which will they need to type out within a 30 minute time limit. This will hopefully ensure that they will stay on task. They also need to circle, on the map, the approximate location of this area (maybe even have a clock with a buzzer and set it up like sports game).

	Teacher led instruction
Return to class and pull up the website on the on internet…….projecting on the board if you can. Point out important facts about the site (Spanish burning, important capital, building materials(ballast stones) and shipping importance, proximity to widest part of river, Fort Anderson rediscovered, in a sense, after a wildfire meant to burn debris as they first began to excavate Old B.T. etc.,) There are many other things that a teacher may want to elaborate upon. 

	Guided Practice  
Sum-up the end of the first day with the collection of student’s questions and answers. Let the students know that you will type out the student’s questions in a random order and give each pair a set of ten questions to be answered on tomorrow’s field trip. So, if the class had 30 students, in pairs, there should be a total 150 questions for a test bank. Many questions may have similar overtones, but written differently

This mean the teacher will need to spend time typing up the questions, copying and then cutting into strips of ten questions for the various groups for the bus trip the next day. Teachers need to note the names of the groups and their contribution to this class grade.

	Independent Practice
Students will be toured through the historic site and educated by various reenactments on a school sponsored field-trip following the previous day’s education on this particular site.  On the way to the site the teacher should distribute the strips with the classes’ questions randomly mixed up. Clipboards and pencils should be provided. The goal is for the pairs to hopefully answer the questions presented to them, created by their peers, after spending an educational and fun day a beautiful state historic site. Before they board, to return, they need to redeem their questions, with answers, and teachers should check off those pairs that have or have not turned in their questions. 

	Closure
Gather up the student’s questions sheets upon boarding the bus and returning to school letting the students know that they will be given a test the next day on their experience. 




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Will test the students on a series of questions developed by students and ask for a written response revolving around their experience to the site.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Nchistoricsites.org/Brunswick/building.htm

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

