Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jennifer Stenerson

	Subject:  Civil War

	Grade Level: 6-8

	Class Time Required:  2- 90 minute blocks, maybe more depending on your students

	Lesson Title:  My point of view as a Civil War hero


Essential Question:

	What role did Civil War figures play in the political and military developments and outcome of the war?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will research famous Civil War heroes. After they research, they will choose their favorite hero and take on their persona as they write a short first person account from the point of view of their hero.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	State Competency Goals (# and description)

4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.

 4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

The students will be able to:

1. Use the internet to research

2. Cite their sources

3. Find and record information about a variety of Civil War heroes

4. Write a first person account from the point of view of their favorite hero.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
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	Technology: computers, ipods, netbooks, ipads or any technology with internet access.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
In order to raise student interest for this lesson, I will show images of Civil War heroes by googling “images of Civil War heroes”.  As we look at the pictures, we will have a large group discussion about what they may already know about the individuals and what they think might be “their story”. I will encourage them to create a story for them and make predictions if the information is unknown. I will also encourage them to write down the names of people they want to know more about.

	Teacher led instruction
The lesson will continue with instructions and expectations for my students. I will explain that they will need to research a minimum of three Civil War heroes. They are to find out basic facts about the people they chose, the impact(s) they had on the developments and outcome of the war, and any personal stories they can find. I will review what a “first-person account” means. I will then explain that after they find their information they will write a first person essay written from the point of view of ONE of the heroes they researched. They will need to write their paper in a way that includes some of the information they found, with the personality of their war hero. They need to be sure that they focus on the role their hero played in the war and how they impacted the political and military developments and outcome of the war. 

	Guided Practice  
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	Independent Practice
The students will then choose their three Civil War heroes and begin researching. I will be available to assist students in the researching process.  In the second 90 minute block, they will finish their research and compose their point of view essays.

	Closure
I will allow students to either print, copy, or create a portrait of their war hero. They will attach their portrait and their essay to a large piece of construction paper or poster and they will be displayed for all to see. Students who would like to share their essay aloud will be offered the chance. The class will take a gallery walk to view the finished products.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

