Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniel Lee Britt 

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 2 hours

	Lesson Title: A vote away from war


Essential Question:

	How did the election of 1860 lead to secession?  How did secession lead to war?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will research and compile information from a wide variety of primary and secondary resources to establish their own theory about how the 1860 election led to the Civil War.  Students will then present their conclusions to the class through a multimedia format of their choosing.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

4.01 Identify and analyze the significance of the causes of secession from the Union, and compare reactions in North Carolina to reactions in other regions of the nation.
4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)  

Understand and explain the root causes of secession and how it led to the Civil War.

Present what has been learned in the form of a multi-media presentation.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Copy of Lincoln/Douglas debates from Senate race of 1858, campaign pictures and campaign platforms from 1858 and 1860 from all candidates, (Lincoln, Breckinridge, Bell, and Douglas) newspaper articles from 1858 and 1860 election, copies of speeches made by abolitionist,  states’ rights supporters, slavery supporters, Eyewitness accounts from the secession convention held December 1860.  Newspaper articles concerning secession and the threat of war.  Account of “Emma Holmes” who witnessed the attack on Fort Sumter by confederate troops.  Newspaper accounts of the attack on Fort Sumter and plans for the defense of the union.  Lincoln’s response to secession and the violence that followed.

Secondary Sources:  map showing electoral college votes, popular votes, states carried by each candidate during the 1860 Presidential election, map showing slave states vs. free states, map showing states in order of secession.

	Technology: Teacher may choose to present primary and secondary sources using laptop, LCD projector and document camera.  Teacher may also choose to present information in hard copy especially as it applies to the needs of diverse learners.  Students will be using the computer to create a multimedia presentation.  Students can choose but are not limited to PowerPoint, Movie Maker, Prezi, Animoto.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students should define each of the following terms as it relates the American Civil War.  sectionalism, secede, popular sovereignty, secession and states’ rights, tariff, compromise.

	Teacher led instruction; The teacher will introduce this unit to students by describing the American political scene in 1858.  The teacher should explain the “Freeport Doctrine”.  Students should already have an understanding of the Missouri Compromise, including its 5 parts and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

	Guided Practice; The teacher should guide students through the most important parts of the Lincoln/Douglas debates from 1858.  Poll students on who they think won the debates and why?  Explain that it was really the senate race of 1858 that started to shape the political atmosphere that would lead to the election of Lincoln in 1860 and the resulting secession.  Propose the question: How did the political tension of 1858 lead to the violence and resulting fear of the Raid on Harper’s Ferry in 1859?

The teacher should present the class with an Election map of 1860 showing states at that time and how each voted for the four candidates.  Results should also be presented in relation to popular votes and electoral votes.  Ask students; how this disparity in electoral votes probably made southerners feel?  Also ask students; if they think the division of southern support behind four candidates guaranteed a Lincoln victory?



	Independent Practice;  The student should review a wide range of primary and secondary resources surrounding the election of 1860 including campaign speeches, propaganda, campaign buttons, pictures, news paper articles, along with speeches and comments surrounding the issues of abolition, states’ rights, secession from the period.  Students should concentrate research on trust worthy resources.  Students will evaluate provided information and develop a theory as to how the election of 1860 resulted in secession and how secession resulted in the Civil War.  Students should be able to support their theory with compelling evidence.  

Students will compile evaluation and evidence into a multimedia presentation.  Teacher will decide what restrictions or limitation will be placed on the creation of such presentations depending on expectations. 

	Closure; Students will present multimedia presentations to the class as a whole.  Teacher led discussions should follow each presentation to clear- up any misconceptions and to evaluate student understanding.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

The teacher can develop a rubric to assess student learning based on expectations and the audience this lesson is geared toward to insure needs are met by all learning styles.

Assessment will be dependent upon student’s knowledge of subject matter and familiarity with using technology to create a multimedia presentation.

Teacher may use RubiStar

RubiStar is a tool to help the teacher who wants to use rubrics, but does not have the time to develop them from scratch.
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Assessment of the Lesson:

Supplemental Information for Teachers: In general, newspapers at that time were expressly party-affiliated, so accounts differed based upon which candidate the reporter was rooting for. It is interesting to examine these debates by comparing the texts offered by Republican (R) and Democratic (D) newspapers. This site offers debate texts from a wide variety of newspapers throughout the state including debate-city papers: Freeport Weekly Bulletin (D), Freeport Weekly Journal (R), Galesburg Semi-Weekly Democrat (R), Quincy Daily Whig and Republican (R), Alton Weekly Courier (R), as well as papers from other towns: Galena's Weekly North-Western Gazette (R), Rockford Republican (R), Bloomington's The Daily Pantagraph (R), Urbana's Central Illinois Gazette (D), Paris' Prairie Beacon News (R), Springfield's Illinois State Journal (R), The Jacksonville Sentinel (D), Dixon's Republican and Telegraph (R), and the Weekly Belleville Advocate (R).
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Complete text of the seven masterpieces of debate on the evil of slavery.
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This Lincoln-Doulglas debate resource is terrific for teachers. It offers a wide-variety of tools, including a movie, pictures, and other important primary documents that middle-high school students should utilize when analyzing these impotant, historical debates.
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Vote counts by state. (Electoral, popular)
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Secession maps
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 An official record of the bombardment of Fort Sumter as the opening engagement of the American Civil War.
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History of North Carolina’s secession from the Union on May 20, 1861.
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Responses to South Carolina's Secession from actual Newspaper Articles.  These are the cities included:

BALTIMORE, NEW-ORLEANS, MOBILE, MONTGOMERY, PENSACOLA, WILMINGTON, PORTSMOUTH, MISSISSIPPI, KENTUCKY, VIRGINIA

Attachments:

	South Carolina Secession Ordinance
AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the State of South Carolina and other States united with her under the compact entitled "The Constitution of the United States of America."
We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention on the twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the United States of America was ratified, and also all acts and parts of acts of the General Assembly of this State ratifying amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby repealed; and that the union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States, under the name of the “United States of America, “ is hereby dissolved.

Done at Charleston the twentieth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty.
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