Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Dale Shaw

	Subject:  Abraham Lincoln

	Grade Level: 8th grade

	Class Time Required: 120 minutes

	Lesson Title:   The many facets of Abraham Lincoln


Essential Question:

	What stance on issues did President Lincoln take during the Civil War and were those postures good for the country?


Brief Description of Lesson:

	Students will look at varying opinions about Lincoln during the Civil War time period. They will consider why the South was not happy with the president and will study a speech by Abraham Lincoln showing his views.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


	State Competency Goals (# and description)

Goal # 4:  The learner will examine the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on North Carolina and the nation.

Objective 4.04:  Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Students should be able to recognize the different stances of Lincoln’s presidency during this time period. Students should be able to appraise the opinions of the man, Abraham Lincoln.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:   The Civil War:  A Nation Divided
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	Technology: Document Camera, access to internet, projector, DVD player


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Have students make a list of needed character traits they feel a president should possess.  Discuss the trouble we have in picking the right person for the job using the diversity of our nation as a springboard.

	Teacher led instruction
1.  Have students watch The Civil War:  A Nation Divided.  
2.  Have students get in groups to discuss the regional differences that contributed to the Civil War and how effective President Lincoln was in considering the North’s chances pertaining to region.

3.  Come together as a class to discuss the importance of slavery to the South and what viewpoint President Lincoln took on this issue.

4.  Discuss the trouble with new states coming into the Union and the decisions that had to be made as far as if the state was free or slave.   How did President Lincoln go about making “his” states free?



	Guided Practice  
Assign a significant event to groups of students to research such as  the Compromise of 1850, Dred Scott Decision, John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry, Virginia and the Fugitive Slave Act.  Students should discuss or write responses pertaining to the point of view of each writing and what part President Lincoln played in each event.



	Independent Practice
Have students write journal entries acknowledging how the Northerners and Southerners felt about the President.  How did the Emancipation Proclamation affect peoples’ feelings towards Lincoln?  What was Lincoln’s reasoning for issuing the Emancipation Proclamation?

	Closure
Students will read one of the following:  First Inaugural Address (March 4, 1861) or The Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863) or Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address (March 4, 1865).  Have students respond by answering these questions:  1. Describe the tone of the speech.  2.  What was the Northerners/ Southerners response?  How would Americans react to the speech today?


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Assess students’ responses and discussions.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources: 
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