Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Lynn Cavanaugh-Blades

	Subject: Language Arts

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 60

	Lesson Title: Using artifacts when teaching the Civil War time period


Essential Question:

	How can I make the study of American History (particularly the Civil War period)more relevant for 8th graders?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	In this lesson we will discuss objects that tell about the everyday life of a culture. Then we will transfer this process to the study of a Civil War artifact, discussing what the artifact tells about that time period.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	State Competency Goals (# and description)
8th grade Language Arts Competency Goals #2:  The learner will use and evaluate information from a variety of resources.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
At the end of the lesson, the student will be able to draw connections between specific artifacts and the 1800's.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Artifacts 

Secondary Sources:

school supplies



	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
The class is divided into small groups.  Each group is given a familiar object from our time period, such as a soda cup or a SD computer card.  Students are to answer various questions about the object.  A discussion will follow, especially highlighting the question, "What can we learn about the period of time in which this object was used?" Discussion follows.

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher presents artifacts from the Civil War period.  A list of questions are distributed.

	Guided Practice  
Groups answer questions about the artifact.  Groups present to class and discuss what is learned about the time period and the people who live in it, based on what they have observed about the object.

	Independent Practice
Students will write a journal entry about what they learned from the assignment about the Civil War period.  They could also compare the time periods, based on what they have learned about the objects.

	Closure 
Teacher will summarize what was done and what was learned during the lesson by jotting down bullets on the board highlighting the main ideas.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
After the completion of the lesson, the journal will show what the student learned. Future tests will access knowledge of the time period of the Civil War.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

I think the selection of the artifact is very important.  Obviously some items would give way to much more discussion and exploration of thought than others.

* I referenced Teaching Social Studies Today, Shoob and Stout, for the development of the lesson.  As an English teacher, I would also like to turn this into something different, like an introduction to a short story in which the plot revolves around an item like "The Necklace" or "The Medicine Bag."

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:
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Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

