Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jennifer Stenerson

	 Subject:  Civil War (culminating project)

	Grade Level:  5 – 8 depending on what you require

	Class Time Required:   5 days or more

	Lesson Title:   “Civil War Museum Makers”


Essential Question:

	How does war impact the political, economic, and social structure of a nation?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	As a culminating project for a Civil War unit, students will become designers/planners for a Civil War museum/memorial that is being built. They will be required to plan the design of the building, choose the artifacts and exhibits that will be in the museum, explain why they chose those particular artifacts, and decide where everything will go inside the museum so it makes the greatest impact and best learning experience for the patrons. You could easily make this a cross-curricular project including math (perimeter, area, proportions, etc.) in the design aspect.


Lesson Plan Objectives:

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"dpi

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"state

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"nc

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"curriculum

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"scos

HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/"/
	State Competency Goals (# and description)

4.01 Identify and analyze the significance of the causes of secession from the Union
4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war..
4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.
4.05 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the United States 


	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

1. use the internet and research methods to find artifacts from various times in the Civil War. (before, during and after)

2. provide a rationale for the artifacts and exhibits chosen for their museum

3. design an appropriate layout and design for their museum

4. give an oral presentation of their project




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:

This will vary depending on the choices made by the students. The following would be very helpful sites for students to find documents, artwork and other primary sources they may want to put in their museum.

www

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"teacheroz

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"Civil

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"_

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"War

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"_

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"Documents

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.teacheroz.com/Civil_War_Documents.htm"htm
www

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"library

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"fullerton

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"guides

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"/.../

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"primary

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"_

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"civilwar

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.library.fullerton.edu/guides/.../primary_civilwar.htm"htm
www

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"ket

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"civilwar

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"primary

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ket.org/civilwar/primary.html"html
www

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/"civil

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/"war

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/"net

HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-war.net/"/
Secondary Sources: 

 www

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"virtual

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"freesites

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"museum

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"museum

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"html Website for virtual tour of museums

Students will have library time to research reference resources in addition to computer lab time



	Technology: computers with internet access


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Explain to the students that they will be acting as designers/planners of a major Civil War museum that soon will be built. Explain the requirements of the project and take a virtual tour of a couple of museums from around the world. Find these tours on the following website: www

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"virtual

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"freesites

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"museum

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"museum

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html"html 

	Teacher led instruction
Because this will be a culminating project, the Civil War instruction will already have taken place. However, before you begin there should be a review conducted of important events from pre-Civil War, during, and the Reconstruction Era. 

	Guided Practice  
Following the review, put students into groups of 3 or 4 and ask them to brainstorm ideas of appropriate artifacts or exhibits they would like to see in a Civil War museum.    Make a chart on the board with three columns, one for each time period, and ask for students to supply information from their brainstorming. 

Based on the virtual tour they took, discuss with the students what might be an appropriate layout or order of things in a museum with the information that it is now on the chart.



	Independent Practice
Students could either work alone or in pairs on this project, depending on the dynamics and ability levels of the class. Provide graph paper for students to begin their design and layout of their museum. Depending on the age level of the class, provide instructions for the requirements of the artifacts. For my 6th grade class, students will need to choose a minimum of 2 artifacts/primary sources for the pre-civil war time, 4 for during the war, and 2 for Reconstruction. 

Once they have made their choices, they will provide a written rationale for the choices they made, including the social, economic, and/or political impact these artifacts had/have on the United States. 

After the rationales have been written, students will place their exhibits/artifacts within their building design in a way that maximizes the learning experience for the visitors to the museum.



	Closure
When the projects have been completed, students will present them to the class. In their presentation, they will explain their choices, rationale, and final designs of their museum. Depending on the time, students could construct their designs or just have them on paper or a poster accompanied by the written work.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

