Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Lauren Eleuteri

	Subject: US and NC HST

	Grade Level:  8

	Class Time Required:  one 90-minute block

	Lesson Title:  The Civil War Through the Words of Lincoln


Essential Question:

	How did Lincoln’s views and plans change during the Civil War and how did they reflect the course of the war?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will analyze several of Abraham Lincoln’s writings/speeches in order to assess his views of the war.  Students will also examine how things may have changed throughout the course of the war by drawing clues from the 16th President’s words.  Finally, students will share their opinion about Lincoln’s legacy.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)

4.  The learner will examine the causes, course and character of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on North Carolina and the nation.

4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war.

4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.



	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)

Students will demonstrate comprehension of some of Lincoln’s major speeches and writings.

Students will examine some changes that occurred in political policy and action throughout the Civil War, particularly on the Union side.

Students will analyze Abraham Lincoln’s leadership and assess his legacy.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:

Abraham Lincoln’s “House Divided” Speech, “First Inaugural Address”, “Emancipation Proclamation”, “Gettysburg Address”, and “Second Inaugural Address”

Secondary Sources:  none.



	Technology:  LCD Projector/computer


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  

	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) As students enter the room, the following bell work prompt should be displayed for students to begin working on immediately:  Make a web with “Abraham Lincoln” in the middle and brainstorm as many notes to answer the question, “Who was Abraham Lincoln, what did he do, and how do people remember him?”



	Teacher led instruction:  Teacher should review students’ answers to the jump-starter activity by creating a class “Abraham Lincoln” web on the board with correct responses from students.  Afterwards, teacher should explain to students that the best way to find out about a person who has died is by reading things they wrote and listening to what they said.  A review of the definition of a primary source may be necessary at this point.  As a class, read together highlights of Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech and teacher should model active reading strategies (highlighting, writing important points in margins, skimming and scanning).  The whole class should fill out the appropriate columns in the attached “Lincoln’s Words” chart.

	Guided Practice  
Teacher should divide the class into small groups or pairs and hand them a packet of each Lincoln speech linked in this plan.  Give each group or pair 10 minutes to read and analyze each speech while completing the “Lincoln’s Words” chart.  After each 10 minute session, bring the class back together to review answers and provide students with the correct inferences on their chart if they do not already have them.  It is highly suggested to show videos of dramatized readings of some of the speeches that students are analyzing.  A discussion of public speaking skills may result.  Explain to students that the way in which people deliver their words is a very powerful and important part of a message.  

	Independent Practice
After completing the entire chart with their partners, each student should write a short synopsis of what they think Lincoln’s legacy is today and whether or not they think it is appropriate or not.  Remind students that a legacy is how someone is remembered.  Tell students to assess if his actions as president were effective or not and to include that in their synthesis of his legacy.

	Closure
For a quick closer, do the following activity:

Say,

“Stand up if you think that Lincoln did his absolute best in handling the Civil War and that he should be revered for his actions as president.”

Out of the students standing, ask a few why they agree with that statement and give evidence.  Then say,

“Give me a thumbs down if you think that Lincoln should have acted differently in handling the nation’s crisis and that he does not completely deserve to be viewed with respect and awe.”

Out of the students giving a thumbs down, ask why they agree with that statement and give evidence.




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
Proper chart completion and the short synopsis of Lincoln’s legacy will provide ample evidence of student comprehension.

Assessment of the Lesson:

This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

Lincoln’s “House Divided” Speech: http
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from Abraham Lincoln Online.

Lincoln’s “First Inaugural Address:  http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres31.html  

From Bartlby.com

Lincoln’s “Emancipation Proclamation”:

http

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/".
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HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/"/
From the National Archives and Records Administration

Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”:  http

HYPERLINK "http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm"://

HYPERLINK "http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm"showcase
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HYPERLINK "http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm"htm
From Abraham Lincoln Online

Lincoln’s “Second Inaugural Address”: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"ourdocuments

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"gov

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"doc

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"php

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"?

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"flash

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"=

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"true

HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"&
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HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38"=38
From ourdocuments.gov

Attachments:

“Lincoln’s Words” chart

