Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Dale Shaw

	Subject:  The Emancipation Proclamation

	Grade Level: 8th grade

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title:   The Emancipation Proclamation and its Strength


Essential Question:
	Evaluate the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation.


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will examine parts of the Emancipation Proclamation and with the help of partner resources, determine three strengths and/or weaknesses of the decree.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


	State Competency Goals (# and description)
Goal # 4:  The learner will examine the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on North Carolina and the nation.
Objective 4.05 Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of Reconstruction on the state and identify the reasons why Reconstruction came to an end.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
Students should be able to detail the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation.
Students should be able to react to differing opinions of the Proclamation.
Students should be able to assess the effect of the Proclamation on the ending of the Civil War.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 
1.   Copy of the Emancipation Proclamation:  http
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2.  Letter to President Lincoln:  http
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3.  Letter from a Massachusetts Black Corporal to President Lincoln (http
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Secondary Sources:  T-charts for students’ use in analyzing letters


	Technology: Document Camera


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Post the following letter from a mother of a Northern Black Soldier to the President:
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Ask small groups of students to discuss the following:
1.  What action does the mother request of President Lincoln?  2.  What grounds has she to make that request?  3.  What do you learn from this letter about the emancipation?


	Teacher led instruction
After reading and guiding the class through the Emancipation Proclamation, ask the following questions:  
1.  Why is the emancipation proclaimed as a “fit and necessary war measure”?  2.  What do you think about the limited emancipation Lincoln gave?
After this discussion, have students get in small groups to read and discuss the letter from the Massachusetts Black Corporal to President Lincoln. (http
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	Guided Practice  
        After students understand the Emancipation Proclamation better and have read primary documents from outside sources reacting to the proclamation, have students lead a classroom discussion using the ideas below:
1.  What are the three elements of Lincoln’s proposal for emancipation?
2.  What constitutional amendments are made because of the proclamation?
3.  Can you ruminate what pressures and personal beliefs influenced Lincoln as he created this proclamation?

	Independent Practice
Have students create a one-page “freeing” proclamation from an idea of their own, i.e. freeing of doing homework, freeing of taking tests, freeing of doing chores.  Have students back this right up with three substantive proposals.  Then point out how slavery was so much more onerous!

	Closure
Students will share their proclamations and assess how hard it is to cover all areas and what weaknesses and strengths their proclamation holds.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Have students create a grading rubric for their proclamations and choose the best effort.  Use this to critique the proclamations.  Also monitor with anecdotal records the discussions in class.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
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      National Archives (transcript of Emancipation Proclamation)
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     Letter from a mother of a northern black soldier
    Hannah Johnson to Hon. Mr. Lincoln, 31 July 1863, J-17 l863, Letters Received, ser. 360, Colored Troops    
    Division, Adjutant General's Office, Record Group 94, National Archives.  
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     Letter from a Massachusetts Black Corporal to President Lincoln
