Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
	Author:  Daniel Lee Britt

	Subject:  North Carolina History

	Grade Level: 8th

	Class Time Required: 120 Minutes

	Lesson Title:  Civil War Battle Display


Essential Question:
	What role did key battles play in the outcome of the Civil War?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will explore a battle through sources available and then create a poster featuring the important participants, logistic strategies, expected or unexpected outcomes, and the significance of the battle as it related to the end of the war.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
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	State Competency Goals (# and description)
4.02 Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war.
4.03 Assess North Carolina's role in the Civil War and analyze the social and economic impact of the war on the state.
4.04 Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.

	Teacher Designed Objectives (At the end of this lesson students should be able to…)
TLW: Understand the chronological significance of each major battle of the Civil War. 



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:  Civil War battlefield photos or artistic renderings, letters from the frontline, battle plans, and statistics collected by Union or Confederate governments, newspaper articles from the period reporting on specific battles.  (see internet resources)
Secondary Sources:  Information gathered independently from library or internet resources.

	Technology: Internet, PC


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
The teacher should present students with an overview of the Civil War and its progression from Ft. Sumter to Appomattox.  An idea wave to determine what students already know about the Civil War or any misconceptions they may have about it.  The teacher may also choose to open a discussion on common images or names associated with the Civil War.  The teacher should be sure to tie North Carolina to the events of the Civil War.

	Teacher led instruction 
1. Provide Students with a copy of attached rubric.
2. The teacher will assign each student one of the following battles: 
Fort Sumter 
Shiloh 
Second Bull Run 
Chancellorsville 
Vicksburg 
Petersburg 
Sherman's March 
First Bull Run 
The Seven Days 
Antietam 
Gettysburg 
Wilderness 
Fort Fisher 
Appomattox 


	Guided Practice  
The teacher will facilitate student use of the library and/or internet resources to record the events and facts of their assigned Civil War battle. These facts should include but are not limited to: Geographic location, Commanders, Forces involved as well as Strategies and goals, Outcome and casualties, Significance to the progression of the Civil War and its eventual resolution.
NOTE: Those assigned the battle of Appomattox students should include information concerning the surrender of Confederate forces.

	Independent Practice
Students will work independently to organize a concise presentation illustrating the before mentioned key points of the battle in the form of a poster.  When posters are completed students should place chronologically around the room for further analysis.


	Closure
Students will move independently around the room to view posters and record key facts in a Thinking Map format.  The teacher will then lead the class discussion by examining the posters chronologically. Class discussion should focus on a broad overview of the battles and the progression of the war.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
See attached Rubric for student assessment.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This lesson may be adjusted to meet required student modification.  Changes may also be made to make this project appropriate for group assignments.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources: 
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Attachments:
	Making A Poster : Civil War Battles
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	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Knowledge Gained
	Student can accurately answer all questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Student can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Student can accurately answer about 75% of questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Student appears to have insufficient knowledge about the facts or processes used in the poster.

	Content - Accuracy
	At least 7 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	5-6 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	3-4 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.
	Less than 3 accurate facts are displayed on the poster.

	Graphics - Relevance
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation.

	Required Elements
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information.
	All required elements are included on the poster.
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster.
	Several required elements were missing.

	Use of Class Time
	Used time well during each class period. Focused on getting the project done. Never distracted others.
	Used time well during each class period. Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others.
	Used some of the time well during each class period. There was some focus on getting the project done but occasionally distracted others.
	Did not use class time to focus on the project OR often distracted others.


